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Bear Chaiiffian Lutk^wftte: 

I am writing to express my strong support;'^ =tt»'^i»i-fp^ regulation 
6-326 related to academic standards and;f^e(^^^;4.-,l W^e the 
Independent Regulatory Review Commission's ap ip )^ . The regulation 
adopts the Pennsylvania Core Standards in E n g i ^ with 
aligned assessments, including Keystone Exams. 

These important educational reforms will create rigoi^ll^ 
benchmarked academic standards to prepare our studenttpbCs^ in 
postsecoM^ while pit)vidi«g a strong 

Ketone Sxaihs, pmvide a practice system -Ite^ias^tig 
student achievement and ensuring students have met the ^ir^irdl by the 
time they graduate from high school 

This regulation makes some important changes to the Commonwealth's 
e p i ^ ^ If approvedy& 

^ ^ Core State | | | | | | l i s with the 
P e n ^ It will also l ^ ^ f t i number of 
Keystone Exams from ten to five, thus reducing * c ^ ^ ^ § | ^ ; : ^ d b i t $ 
and cutting the number of subjects in which school 4 i |^ i t i ^re required to 
provide remediation and administer project-based as^ssMents in half The 
final-iorm regulation also eliminates the requireme^ that every high school 
senior complete a culminating project — which will firee tip resources that 
can be used to administer the project-based assessments or provide 
supplemental instruction. 
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Pennsylvania's students are competing with students from across the 
country and around the world for college admissions and tor jobs. We 
know* however, that too many of our young people are graduating without 
the academic foundation and skills they need to succeed. These final-form 
regulations offer students and school districts a variety of pathways to 
success and include specific supports for students and schools. 

Again, 1 strongly support the regulations and urge the IRRC to vote to 
approve them* 

Sincerely. 


